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Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

28 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We are pleased to submit to the Department for Transport, the Leeds City Region’s
submission to the Transforming Cities Fund.
Reliable, affordable, sustainable transport is essential to enable people to access skills
and job opportunities, particularly those who face disadvantage, to tackle the climate
emergency and to raise our region’s productivity. We are shaping our skills, inclusive
growth, business support and wider infrastructure programmes to contribute to these
objectives. This holistic approach will ensure we have a more significant and meaningful
impact on people’s lives, on the ability of our businesses and the economy to grow, and
on the environment.
Our Transforming Cities Fund package is part of this overall approach. Our submission
will deliver a City Region where communities are better able to access a transport
network that is more accessible, affordable and attractive. It will also provide people
with a more realistic alternative to the car and the choice to make more journeys that
are sustainable, healthier, and that ultimately enable our towns and city centres to be
re-shaped with people at their heart.
A 21st century transport network is key to creating economic growth around the region,
building resilience into communities and helping people to access employment and
education opportunities. Through this submission we will address the challenges
currently experienced by our most disadvantaged communities, including being cut off
from opportunity for employment and not having access to sustainable travel, both for
local journeys as well as across the region.
Through the Transforming Cities Fund, we will deliver the future that we want as City
Region, one that is responding to a changing economy and the climate emergency, and
addresses the concerns and needs of our young people. It will deliver a real step
change for our communities across the region, connecting people to economic and
education opportunities through affordable, sustainable transport, boosting productivity
and helping to create cleaner, healthier and happier communities for the future.
The way we currently analyse the economic benefits of schemes rightly accounts for
the impacts on all users. However, we are trying to create a transformational change in
behaviour, and to do this we need to put people at the heart of our proposals, to
ensure that those walking, cycling or on public transport have the priority they need
for a reliable, safe and attractive journey.

Our approach through the Transforming Cities Fund is to prioritise those using
public transport, walking and cycling, as also clearly set out in DfT’s guidance.
Where we have analysed the benefits to those users, we see a higher value for money
for our customers and sustainable transport users. We have a strong strategic case and
through TCF we can learn new lessons about how the appraisal system can best
support decision-makers in order to contribute to the broader objectives – like tackling
inequality and the climate emergency – that we face in the 21st Century.
Through this Programme we will:


Transform access for our communities of persistent poverty to
employment opportunities and skills centres.



Create smart, clean and liveable places which make cycling and walking
the obvious choice for accessing town and city centres – improving air
quality and reducing car dominance.



Transform the public transport and active travel offer from housing and
employment sites, ensuring that people are enabled to make sustainable
travel choices from day one.



Make travel by bus an attractive and more reliable offer for commuters
through spreading the benefits of ‘Connecting Leeds’ to the rest of the
City Region.

As we work towards economic prosperity for the North, we strongly urge you to respond
positively to this submission and its exciting vision for the future of transport in our
region.
Yours sincerely,

Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
Chair of West Yorkshire
Combined Authority and Leader,
Bradford Council

Cllr Tim Swift MBE
Leader, Calderdale Council

Cllr Shabir Pandor
Leader, Kirklees Council

Cllr Mark Crane
Leader, Selby District Council

Cllr Kim Groves
Chair of West Yorkshire
Combined Authority Transport
Committee

Cllr Richard Foster
Leader, Craven District Council

Cllr Judith Blake CBE
Leader, Leeds City Council

Cllr Peter Box CBE
Leader, Wakefield Council

Cllr Richard Cooper
Leader, Harrogate Borough
Council

Cllr Carl Les
Leader, North Yorkshire County
Council

Cllr Keith Aspden
Leader, City of York Council

Helen Ellerton
Head of Bus Policy
West Yorkshire Combined Authority
Wellington House
40-50 Wellington Street
Leeds
LS1 2DE
25 November 2019

Dear Helen,
Re: Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund Submission
I am writing in my capacity as Head of Commercial for Arriva Yorkshire and Yorkshire
Tiger to express our continued support for the proposals by Kirklees Council, Leeds
City Council, Wakefield Council and West Yorkshire Combined Authority, outlined
within your Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund submission.
We are pleased to support what we believe to be truly transformational interventions
that will support the growth of bus travel within West Yorkshire. Improving highway
infrastructure and reconfiguring key pinch-points will allow for journey time savings
and improvements to congestion variability. Additionally, by developing interchange
points there will be much improved integration between modes, and a better waiting
environment for public transport users. The interventions we’ve discussed in these
two areas will enable bus travel to become a much more attractive proposition,
encouraging modal shift and increasing bus patronage.
As well as these proposals which will undoubtedly unlock economic growth, we’re
pleased to be able to contribute in improvements to vehicle and service standards.
We will offer 18 brand new Euro VI vehicles for our 110 service along the A61 South
corridor linking Leeds and Wakefield. Additionally we will upgrade our 268 service
which links Wakefield and Bradford on the A638 corridor to our premium Sapphire
specification - including complimentary WiFI, USB charging points, and audio/visual
‘talking bus’ technology.
We are very encouraged by the ambition of the project and excited by the proposals;
in particular how they will unlock the potential for increased bus patronage, enabling
a sustainable public transport network to support the region’s growth.
We eagerly await the results of your Transforming Cities Fund submission, and remain
excited by the prospect of the transformational projects included within the bid.

Yours sincerely,

Dwayne Wells
Head of Commercial
Arriva Yorkshire Limited and Yorkshire Tiger Limited
Arriva Yorkshire Limited. A subsidiary of Arriva plc.
Registered No. 84167 England. Registered Office Doxford International Business Park, Admiral Way, Sunderland, SR3 3XP

Arriva Yorkshire Limited
24 Barnsley Road
Wakefield
WF1 5JX
www.arrivabus.co.uk

David Caulfield
Director of Economic Development
Selby District Council
Civic Centre
Doncaster Road
Selby
YO8 9FT

Network Rail
George Stephenson House
Toft Green
York
YO1 6JT
T 0715 620062

14 August 2019

Dear David,
Selby Station Development

Thank you for presenting details of the draft proposals to improve Selby station and the
surrounding area. It is encouraging to hear of the progress being made through the
Transforming Cities Fund bid for Leeds City Region and I am happy to commit to a close
partnership with the District Council, the train operators and other stakeholders to deliver
these transformational proposals.
Network Rail has been closely involved with many similar regeneration schemes where
enhancements to the station area and strengthened connections to the city / town centre
have led to new investment and created valued public spaces and facilities. This is an
opportune time to deliver such improvements at Selby station with increased passenger
usage, better train services and other funding being committed to related station
improvements via Access for All, Changing Places and DfT funding towards a pedestrian
and cycle access to Platform 2. I understand that additional funding is also expected via
Rail North towards new parking facilities adjacent to Platform 2.
There will be a key role for Network Rail in assisting with the delivery of those proposals
that involve our land and buildings, such as the new pedestrian and cycle route to Platform
2 from the east and remodelling of the station frontage. I can commit that we work with
Selby District Council to ensure a timely and pragmatic approach to develop and deliver
these exciting improvements.
I look forward to working closely with the District Council and other delivery partners as we
refine and implement these major improvements.

Yours sincerely

Stephen Hind
Route Enhancements Manager

Network Rail Infrastructure Limited Registered Office: Network Rail, 2nd Floor, One Eversholt Street, London, NW1 2DN Registered in England and Wales No. 2904587 www.networkrail.co.uk

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

23 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
The current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, in conjunction with the
Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership and other partners to develop our region
further, boosting productivity whilst delivering growth that is inclusive. This
opportunity will also help us create a 21st Century Transport network that supports
clean and sustainable growth.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives;
where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer
our support to this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Roger Marsh OBE DL
Chair, Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership

For the attention of:
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Contact: Julian Rudd

David Kerfoot MBE DL, Chair
York, North Yorkshire & East Riding
Local Enterprise Partnership
County Hall, Northallerton
North Yorkshire
DL7 8AH
Tel: 01609 535660
Fax: 01609 779722
E-mail:

james.farrar@businessinspiredgrowth.com

Dear Secretary of State

13 November 2019

Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
The current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, in conjunction with the York, North
Yorkshire and East Riding LEP and other partners, to significantly enhance this region and
boost our productivity.
The vision shared by this LEP and the WY Combined Authority is of a region where people
choose to live, work and build their lives; where communities are able to easily access a
transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with
increased access to economic and education opportunities. This TCF submission for Leeds City
Region will, if successful, be a massive step forward in delivering this vision.
This LEP is working with partners to create good growth that is inclusive. The proposals for
York, Selby, Harrogate and Skipton will be instrumental in providing the required mobility
through carbon neutral means. The TCF schemes provide links for all local residents to jobs
and training across the City Region and beyond, whilst also giving businesses improved access
to the workforce and so driving productivity. The proposals put forward for York and the
North Yorkshire towns will enhance their distinctiveness and strengthen their role as
economic hubs and drivers for good growth.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, this LEP looks forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority
and local authorities involved in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer
our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely

David A Kerfoot MBE DL
Chair
York, North Yorkshire & East Riding LEP

25 November 2019
Charles Small
Head of English Devolution Team
Transforming Cities Fund Business Cases
Department for Transport
Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
Westminster
London
SW1P 4DR

Dear Mr Small,
Letter of Support for Transforming Cities Fund bid made by West Yorkshire Combined Authority
On behalf of the train operator TransPennine Express, I am pleased to provide this letter of support
for the Transforming Cities Fund bid made by West Yorkshire Combined Authority.
TransPennine Express provides the major towns and cities of the North of England and into Scotland
with Intercity train services, backed with over £500m of investment in new trains. These new trains
are currently being introduced onto our network, and all will be in operation by early 2020,
delivering an additional 13m seats per annum including for the stations we call at in the West
Yorkshire Combined Authority area including Huddersfield, Dewsbury, Leeds and Selby.
This investment, when connected with the Department for Transport Transforming Cities bidding
process, creates a unique opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and its partners to
create the region that can secure economic growth from better connected transport networks.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle
free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be
part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if their bid is successful.
TransPennine Express believes that developing the rail network and transport system across the
Leeds City Region to be of crucial importance, with the guiding principal that accessible, well located
and designed stations can increase local demand for rail travel. Allowing passengers increased safe

and easy access to rail services means that the network can act as a catalyst to unlock inclusive
economic growth across Yorkshire.
TransPennine Express particularly welcomes the schemes in the bid which directly enhance the rail
network and we also welcome the improved opportunities for multi-model interchange through
better linkages at Huddersfield and Selby. We are also pleased to support the other schemes within
the Leeds City Region Transforming Cities bid which provide transformational access improvements
to rail stations including:
•
•
•
•

The Leeds Station Access scheme, which will transform multi-modal access to the busiest rail
station in the North,
Selby Rail Station Gateway improvements which will have a transformational effect on
access from the town centre to the rail and bus stations and deliver a regionally significant
transport gateway,
York Station and City Centre Access Package, which offers the prospect of access
improvements to the rail station as well as better interchange and improvements to wider
accessibility
The Huddersfield Stations Gateway scheme which includes improvements at both rail and
bus stations and to the linkages between them

These schemes will give improved access to the rail network and provide our customers with
smoother interchange and wider access to jobs, training and leisure opportunities.
TransPennine Express supports in full these transformational projects submitted under this bid and
will be a strong and cooperative partner with West Yorkshire Combined Authority, Leeds City Region,
their local council partners and Network Rail in delivering these projects in the event of a successful
bid.
Yours sincerely,

Graham Meiklejohn
Regional Development Manager

Charles Small
Head of English Devolution Team
Transforming Cities Fund Business Cases
Department for Transport
2/19, Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London
SW1P 4DR

Pete Myers
Stakeholder Manager
3rd Floor Aintree House
1 York Place
Leeds
LS1 2DR
pete.myers@northernrailway.co.uk

20-Nov-19
Our ref: 20/11-01
Your ref:

Dear Mr Small

Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting opportunity
for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners such as ourselves to create the region we want to be
part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where communities are
able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people
with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is looking to the
future, all of which will be made possible if this submission is successful.
Northern Rail understands the importance of the rail network to the transport system across the Leeds City
Region, and recognises that an accessible, well located and designed station can increase local demand for rail
travel. Allowing passengers increased safe and easy access to rail services means that the network can act as
a catalyst to unlock inclusive economic growth across Yorkshire.
Northern Rail particularly welcomes the schemes which directly enhance the rail network such as the new White
Rose rail station scheme, the transformation of Bradford Interchange and the improvements to York and Skipton
rail stations. We also welcome the improved opportunities for multi-modal interchange which will be provided by
the new bus hub adjacent to Glasshoughton rail station. In addition, we are also pleased to support the other
schemes within the Leeds City Region Transforming Cities bid which will help provide transformational access
improvements to rail stations:
•
•
•
•
•

Halifax Rail Station Multi Modal Access Package, which provides much needed improvements in
access to the rail station as well as improving the route to the bus station.
Walking and cycling access improvements to Brighouse rail station and the planned Elland rail station,
A transformational package of walking, cycling, public transport and interchange improvements for
Harrogate will enhance connectivity to the most deprived boroughs including better connecting people
with the rail station.
The Huddersfield Stations Gateway scheme which includes improvements at both rail and bus stations
and to the linkages between them,
The Leeds Station Access scheme, which will transform multi-modal access to the busiest rail station in
the North

•
•
•
•

Selby Rail Station Gateway improvements which will have a transformational effect on access from the
town centre to the rail and bus stations and deliver a regionally significant transport gateway
Skipton Station Gateway, which will transform access to the bus and rails stations
Active and Sustainable Travel in Wakefield City Centre, which improves walking and cycling routes to
both rail stations and offers enhanced links to the bus station to boost interchange opportunities
York Station and City Centre Access Package, which offers the prospect of access improvements to the
rail station as well as better interchange and improvements to wider accessibility

These schemes will give improved access to the rail network and provide our passengers with smoother
interchange and wider access to jobs, training and leisure opportunities.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by Government, we
look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and local council partners in taking this
forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Pete Myers
Stakeholder Mgr (East Region)
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Charles Small
Head of English Devolution Team
Transforming Cities Fund Business Cases
Department for Transport
2/19, Great Minster House
33 Horseferry Road
London
SW1P 4DR
25 November 2019
Dear Mr Small,
We would like to express full support for Leeds City Region’s bid to the Government’s Transforming Cities Fund
(TCF).
London North Eastern Railway (LNER) connects great towns and cities of industry, creativity and culture, moving
over 420,000 customers a week on a route that stretches over 900 miles from London to Inverness and Aberdeen.
We are central to the regional economy and communities, employing around 3,000 people and joining together
an area that delivers over 40% of the UK’s GDP. We are working to support the region every day, from introducing
the Azuma and new services, partnering with communities, businesses and charities, and using the latest
technologies to improve journeys and reduce emissions.
Good transport links, including accessible, well-located and designed stations across the Leeds City Region are
vital to our organisation, as they connect people to the East Coast route – enabling more people to benefit from
low-carbon, high quality, long-distance travel between the North East and Scotland, and the North East and
London.
LNER fully supports this TCF programme and particularly welcomes the schemes which directly enhance access to
our route, such as improvements to York, Leeds and Wakefield Westgate stations. We also support the active and
sustainable travel project for Wakefield City Centre, to improve walking and cycling routes to both of Wakefield’s
rail stations; walking, cycling, public transport and interchange improvements at Harrogate to connect the town’s
most deprived boroughs to the rail station; and the Skipton and Selby station gateway projects, to transform
access to those bus and rail stations. We also support projects to improve access to the region’s wider rail
network, including at Huddersfield, Halifax, Brighouse, Glasshoughton and the planned Elland rail station.
Should this bid be successful, LNER looks forward to working with the Leeds City Region to deliver the projects
and see the transport and economic benefits that they would bring to the area.
Yours sincerely,

David Horne
Managing Director

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
20th November 2019
Dear Secretary of State,
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
West & North Yorkshire of Commerce represents companies which collectively employ a
third of the working population of the Leeds City Region. I am writing on their behalf to
confirm our support for the Leeds City Region bid submission into the Transforming Cities
Fund.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and
hassle free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education
opportunities, and be part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if this
submission is successful.
We understand that West Yorkshire Combined Authority’s Scheme 24 – ‘Active and Sustainable
Travel within Leeds City Centre’ will:


Improve connectivity by installing high quality cycle lanes on key strategic gaps in the city
centre, linking outlying neighbourhoods to the city centre and other key areas of the city.



Accommodate expected growth in passenger numbers at Leeds Station through
pedestrianisation works which remove current health and safety constraints, allowing easy
and uninterrupted access into the city centre and South Bank areas.



Help stimulate economic growth in the Leeds South Bank – the largest regeneration project
in Europe – by helping to attract businesses and connecting them to the local labour market.



Support the Climate Emergency agenda by encouraging sustainable forms of
transport. The infrastructure offers alternative choice for the residents of Leeds and will
help drive the shift away from vehicles.





Transform the Station into a world class gateway at the heart of the UK’s rail network,
accommodating current and future demand for rail travel, as a key part of the Leeds
Integrated Station Masterplan.
Provide significant improvements to the accessibility of the station, particularly for disabled
passengers who currently have to use the rear and side entrances, making their journeys
significantly longer.

Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in taking
this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely

Mark Goldstone
Head of Business Representation and Policy

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

14 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates
an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create
the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives;
where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable,
attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased access to economic and
education opportunities, and be part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made
possible if this submission is successful.
The York & North Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce acknowledges that the bid is for the
whole of the Leeds City Region and particularly welcomes the City of York Council’s
proposals for improvements to York Rail Station frontage, as well as an enhanced
western entrance to the station and investment in sustainable transport.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved
by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority
in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this
proposal.
Yours sincerely

Andrew Digwood
President
York & North Yorkshire Chamber of Commerce

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
13th November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
York Civic Trust welcomes the Department for Transport’s ‘Transforming Cities’ call
and the bid submitted by the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and its partners
including the City of York Council.
York Civic Trust works closely with the City of York Council, and has recently
completed a survey of the transport needs of residents, commuters and visitors. We
have developed our own vision for the future of transport in York, which relates closely
to the aims of the bid: creating a region where people choose to live, work and build
their lives, where communities are able easily to access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, and providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities.
That part of the bid which relates to York will, we believe, be truly transformational.
York has a population of over 200,000, and attracts over 7m visitors per year, yet it has
no central bus interchange, and many of its low income inner city residents are
dependent on journeys which involve changes in bus services. The removal of Queen
St Bridge, to be funded under the West Yorkshire Infrastructure Fund, provides a
unique opportunity to provide a new bus-bus and bus-rail interchange, which would be
funded under this bid. The project would enable 95% of local and regional bus
services, and all six of the city’s successful park and ride services, to serve the station,
as compared with around 50% currently.

This would provide the easy onward journeys which visitors by rail need and the simple
interchange between bus services which York’s residents require.
At the same time, the scheme would connect major improvements to York’s cycle
network, enabling direct access from all directions to and past the station, would
enhance public realm around one of the country’s finest Victorian station buildings, and
would provide for the first time adequate disabled access to the rear of the station,
which will be essential to the major development at York Central.
Jointly with York Bus Forum and York Environment Forum we have developed a set of
principles for the design of this interchange which we have discussed in detail with the
City of York Council. For all of these reasons we strongly support the current bid, and
look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and the City of
York Council in seeing the bid brought to fruition.
Yours sincerely,

Andrew Morrison
Chief Executive
York Civic Trust

Professor Anthony D May OBE FREng, Chair, Transport Advisory Group

20 November 2019

To Whom it May Concern
RE: Transforming Travel Opportunities for our City Region’s Communities
Transforming Cities Fund Outline Business Case – West Yorkshire Combined Authority
I am writing to support the West Yorkshire Combined Authority’s submission on behalf of the Leeds City Region to
the Transforming Cities Fund (TCF).
As the Chief Executive of Eureka! The National Children’s Museum based in Halifax, I am very enthusiastic about
the aspiration to create a more sustainable transport system through improvements to public transport as well as
the walking and cycling infrastructure. I am confident that the package of interventions proposed in the TCF
submission will have a transformational impact on our communities economically, supporting both better access
and greater opportunity for the development and utilisation of skills for a significant number of people.
Eureka! is situated immediately adjacent to the railway line and current station, and more than 75% of our 300k+
annual visitors come from within an hour’s drive yet only a very small minority utilise public transport. Substantial
improvements to the rail infrastructure, facilities and surrounding environment and the development of an
attractive and efficient gateway could vastly increase the numbers who use public transport.
With Halifax becoming increasingly important as a tourist destination and as a desirable place in which to work and
live the number of people travelling around, to and from Calderdale will continue to increase. Therefore, having
high quality and efficient connections to other parts of the Leeds City Region is imperative.
As proponents of taking action to address issues of climate change and environmental degradation across the
spectrum Eureka! would welcome this project as a very positive step in the direction of a more sustainable future.
I support this submission and sincerely hope that it will be recognised for its importance to the town and borough,
and the broader region with regard to greatly improved and sustainable travel opportunities.
Yours sincerely

LEIGH-ANNE STRADESKI
Chief Executive

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

26 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
The current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an
exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority, in conjunction
with other partners to develop our region further, boosting productivity whilst
delivering growth that is inclusive. This opportunity will also help us create a 21st
Century Transport network that supports clean and sustainable growth.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Joanna Robinson
Managing Director
Mansfield Pollard & Co Ltd

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
Thursday 7th November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call
creates an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
partners to create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
Sustrans are the national charity making it easier for people to walk and cycle.
Our vision is to create a society where the way we travel benefits our health and
society. Our mission is to make it easier for people to walk and cycle.
To achieve this we have 2 strategic objectives:
1) Paths for Everyone – A strategic vision to improve and develop the national
walk and cycle network (NCN) making it safer and more accessible.
2) Creating Liveable Neighbourhoods – Working in communities to identify
problems and define solutions which improve the environment and allow for
social connection, and increased walking and cycling levels.
We are guided and operate by using the following principles and values:
 Include everyone
 Courage to question
 Act Local, thinking big
 Getting things done together
 Always Learning

We believe that our work will fit into 3 relevant themes identified by
WYCA. These are:
•
Theme 1: Transforming access for our communities of persistent poverty
to employment opportunities and skills centres.
•
Theme 2: Creating smart, clean and liveable places which make cycling
and walking the obvious choice for accessing town and city centres
•
Theme 3: Transforming the public transport and active travel offer from
new housing and employment sites.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,
Lee Thompson
Partnerships Manager, England North, Yorkshire,
Leeds Bridge House,
Hunslet Rd,
LS10 1JN

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
26 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
I am writing on behalf of Living Streets to express our support for the Leeds City Region bid to the
Transforming Cities Fund. We see this as an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority
and partners to create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where communities are
able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more
people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
As the UK charity for everyday walking, we want to create safe and attractive places for people of all ages
and abilities to walk – to work, education, or to socialise. We have a long history of partnership working
across West Yorkshire, delivering projects that have engaged schools, communities and workplaces in
walking more and creating streets that are great for walking.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by Government,
we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and other stakeholders in taking
this vision forward. In particular, we can offer support and expertise to deliver walking routes that are high
quality, well connected and accessible, to prioritise walking for short journeys and include it in plans for
multi-modal longer journeys, ensuring communities are engaged in this process.
Yours sincerely,

Jennifer Wiles
Regional Director (North)

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

13 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates
an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to
create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives;
where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable,
attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased access to economic
and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is looking to the future, will be
made possible if this submission is successful.
Through the Cycling UK behaviour change programmes delivered across West
Yorkshire, there is clear alignment to the key themes identified in bid. Access,
infrastructure and a clear active travel offer support existing cyclists and new cyclists
created through the Big Bike Revival, Community Cycle Clubs and the Cycle for Health
projects delivered throughout the region. With a particular focus on those from deprived
areas or with persistent health problems, we are excited to work closely with West
Yorkshire Combined Authority to create cleaner, healthier and happier communities for
the future.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our
support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Jenny Box
Head of Behaviour Change & Development – England
Cycling UK

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

25th November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call
creates an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
partners to create a thriving region, which improves health and the urban
environment and is a critical intervention to help address the locally declared
Climate Emergency.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities can easily access a transport network that is safe,
sustainable and attractive, and which provides more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, will be made possible if this
submission is successful.
We are particularly supportive of schemes which provide high quality walking
and cycling routes along key transport corridors; which link areas of deprivation
with local employment and education opportunities; and which create attractive
communities and urban centres where walking and cycling is given priority over
motorised transport. We believe that these are all investments which can be
delivered quickly and with a high level of public support.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Osborne
Chair, City Connect Advisory Group

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
26th November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
Bradford Cycling Campaign agrees that the Department for Transport
‘Transforming Cities’ call is a great opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined
Authority and partners to begin to create important changes in the region, which
we’re writing in support of. In particular, we are impressed by steps being
proposed which would help to make cycling and walking a natural choice for
shorter journeys in strategic areas in Bradford and allow active travel to become
an easier part of mixed modal journeys, which help connect disadvantaged
communities to opportunities and resources.
The existence of our campaign is necessitated by the fact there are a number of
barriers to cycling being a normal, everyday activity in our region, most notably
areas which don’t benefit from an integrated and pleasant walking and cycling
network. Fear of traffic, not hills or weather is by far the most often noted barrier
as to why people don’t cycle more and as to why parents don’t let their kids
cycle to school. Substantial investment in high quality cycling infrastructure in
this region will be a game-changer and we’re confident it will offer a good return
on investment on numerous levels, including public health, air quality and
improved traffic flow.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
We’ve all seen it done in other places and see no reason why we shouldn’t take
that step into a happier urban future here.
The Bradford Cycle Campaign aims to work with local government, local
authorities, community groups and individuals to create a better environment for
cycling around our district. We have helped develop the Bradford District
Walking and Cycling Strategy with a number of other partners and are assured
that this bid fits well within the strategic priorities within it. We will continue to
feed into consultations and work positively to suggest improvements as these

plans develop in consultation with our membership which represents a
large group of both existing cyclists and people who would like to cycle
more in the region.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

David Robison
Chair
Bradford Cycling Campaign (www.bradfordcc.org)

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

25 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call
creates an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
partners to create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
The Calderdale Cycle Forum particularly welcomes those elements of the
package that encourage modal shift from cars to cycling (and walking). In
particular, we are keen to see improvements to cycling infrastructure in two key
areas:
1) North Halifax – providing improved cycling connectivity for communities
to link into the already planned improvements in Halifax Town Centre, at
the rail station and in the extension of the Hebble Trail.
2) Additional cycle connectivity in association with the proposed Elland
station and in Brighouse, there are relatively deprived communities and
high levels of vehicle emissions in both towns.
Both of these two initiatives target specific obstacles to cyclists who want to
connect to Leeds, Halifax town centre and the Calder Valley. TCF will help
deliver the proposed new cycle routes, which we have played an active part in
designing for the Brighouse LCWIP.

Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire

Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am
delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,
Greg Elwell
Chairman, Calderdale Cycle Forum

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
25 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call
creates an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
partners to create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
The Kirklees Cycling Campaign vociferously campaigns to make active travel
a realistic option for people in Kirklees; and we are particularly excited that the
Bid Submission includes the project for the first phase of our Local Cycling
and Walking Plan.
This is the project to construct a continuous cycle route from Waterloo, at the
eastern edge of Huddersfield, to the railway station in Huddersfield town
centre. A distance of some 3 km. At the moment, this route is a very hostile
cycling environment and discourages most people from active travel. The
plans drawn up and costed would radically change this, and would give a
large number of local people the opportunity to safely use a bicycle instead of
a motor vehicle to access Huddersfield town centre for employment,
education and leisure as well as being able to make onward train journeys
from the railway station.
Kirklees currently has some of the lowest number of cycling commuters in the
country. Financing a project such as this, is desperately needed if we are to
begin to make active travel possible.

Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,
John Lewis
Chair
Kirklees Cycling Campaign

13 Windy Ridge Street
Horbury
Wakefield
WF4 6ES

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

24 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State,
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates
an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create the
region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives. A
region where communities are able to access easily a transport network that is sustainable,
attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased access to economic or
educational opportunities and be part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made
possible if this submission is successful.
The Wakefield District Cycle Forum has been promoting cycling for almost 12 years. We
focus particularly on people who are new to cycling and those who need more confidence
and skill in cycling. We also work with other agencies to expand the cycle network in the
District.
In Wakefield, as elsewhere in the UK, cycling is growing significantly both for commuting and
leisure. Concern at the impact of transport on global warming has helped to drive the
increase.

We have noted in particular the boost to cycling given by projects such as the City Connect
Programme which has delivered off road cycle routes in Wakefield and these are proving
popular.
The Transforming Cities Fund bid by the Leeds City Region is fully supported by the
Wakefield District Cycle Forum. The proposals within it, when implemented, will stimulate
further growth in cycling within the Wakefield District.
The switch to sustainable forms of transport is essential if the UK is to meet its emission
targets. The majority of journeys within the Leeds City Region are currently heavily
dependant on private petrol or diesel cars and this will have to be tackled.
The Transforming Cities Fund will enable significant progress to be made towards such a
modal shift and for this reason we commend the bid to the Department of Transport.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in
taking the plan forward towards implementation.
In conclusion I am delighted to reiterate our wholehearted support for the proposal.

Yours sincerely

Mark Beswick
Secretary
Wakefield District Cycle Forum

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
28th November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call
creates an exciting opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
partners to create the region we want to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their
lives; where communities are able to easily access a transport network that is
sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more people with increased
access to economic and education opportunities, and be part of a place that is
looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
In particular, Leeds Cycling Campaign are keen to work with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority on:
• Improving cycling and walking around Leeds station including the
addition of a new cycle parking hub.
• Protected cycle infrastructure within Leeds.
• Public transport priority provision.
• Removal of motor traffic in towns and cities within West Yorkshire.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Martin Stanley
Vice Chair
On behalf of Leeds Cycling Campaign
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Liz Hunter
Head of Transport Policy
West Yorkshire Combined Authority
Leeds City Region Enterprise Partnership (the LEP)
Wellington House
40-50 Wellington Street
Leeds
LS1 2DE

11 November 2019

Dear Liz,
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
The West Yorkshire Directors of Public Health believe that the current
Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create
the region we want to be part of.
By creating the core conditions for improved health e.g. where people choose to
live, work and build their lives; where communities are able to easily access a
transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle free, providing more
people with increased access to economic and education opportunities.
We are keen to see alignment of the TCF bid with public health objectives
relating to active travel, improving air quality and reducing health inequalities.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being
approved by Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire
Combined Authority in taking this forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to
offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Butcher
Director of Public Health
Calderdale Council

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Strategic Director: Corporate
Strategy, Commissioning and Public
Health
RACHEL SPENCER-HENSHALL
First Floor South
Civic Centre 3
Market Street
Huddersfield
HD1 2EY
Tel: 01484 221000
rachel.spencer-henshall@kirklees.gov.uk

www.kirklees.gov.uk
26 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create the region we want to
be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle
free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be
part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
The TCF bid will support a range of objectives which are a priority for Kirklees Council. These
include:
•
•
•
•

Kirklees Wealth Building and Tackling Poverty. This includes transport poverty and
connecting communities to education, learning and job opportunities.
The transformation of both Huddersfield and Dewsbury town centres which includes
integrating walking and cycling opportunities throughout
The delivery of the Kirklees Walking and Cycling Strategic Framework
Our commitment to Climate Emergency

Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in taking this
forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Rachel Spencer-Henshall
Strategic Director – Corporate Strategy, Commissioning and Public Health

Corporate Director: Andrew Balchin
Interim Director of Public Health: Anna Hartley
PO Box 700
Burton Street
Wakefield
WF1 2EB
T 01924 305347 E annahartley@wakefield.gov.uk
Typetalk calls welcome

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
27th November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create the region we want
to be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle
free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and
be part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is
successful.
In addition excellent transport routes are a key enabler for a District such as Wakefield, which has
large rural areas and a number of smaller towns. Better connectivity will improve job opportunities
and education and training for our population. This is of particular importance to young people and
can enable raised aspirations.
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in taking this
forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Anna Hartley
Director of Public Health
Wakefield Council

Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA

Martin Farrington
Director of City Development
Merrion House
110 Merrion Centre
LEEDS
LS2 8BB
Tel: 0113 37 86014
martin.farrington@leeds.gov.uk
28 November 2019

Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
In my capacity as the Chair of the Leeds Station Project Board, on behalf of the stakeholders
identified below, I am writing to confirm that the ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create the region we want to
be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle
free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be
part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
West Yorkshire Combined Authority’s Scheme 24 – ‘Active and Sustainable Travel within Leeds
City Centre’ will:
•

Improve connectivity by installing high quality cycle lanes on key strategic gaps in the city centre,
linking outlying neighbourhoods to the city centre and other key areas of the city.

•

Accommodate expected growth in passenger numbers at Leeds Station through
pedestrianisation works which remove current health and safety constraints, allowing easy and
uninterrupted access into the city centre and South Bank areas.

•

Help stimulate economic growth in the Leeds South Bank – the largest regeneration project in
Europe – by helping to attract businesses and connecting them to the local labour market.

www.leeds.gov.uk

switchboard : 0113 222 4444

•

Support the Climate Emergency agenda by encouraging sustainable forms of transport. The
infrastructure offers alternative choice for the residents of Leeds and will help drive the shift
away from vehicles.

•

Transform the Station into a world class gateway at the heart of the UK’s rail network,
accommodating current and future demand for rail travel, as a key part of the Leeds
Integrated Station Masterplan.

•

Provide significant improvements to the accessibility of the station, particularly for disabled
passengers who currently have to use the rear and side entrances, making their journeys
significantly longer.

Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in taking this
forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours sincerely,

Martin Farrington
Director of City Development –Leeds City Council
and Chair of the Leeds Station Programme Board

www.leeds.gov.uk

switchboard : 0113 222 4444

SELBY AND DISTRICT RAIL USERS GROUP
Assisted by grants from Selby Town and District Councils
Tel 01757 702913
selbyrailusers@btinternet.com
2 High Meadow
Selby YO8 3LT.

SELBY STATION GATEWAY CONSULTATION
Introduction
The Group agrees with the context in which these proposals have been developed.
Selby is a fast growing town and district and has an outstanding railway heritage with
a unique station, which has an estimated annual footfall of 650000 passengers.
Demand for services will undoubtedly increase and these proposals have the
potential to form a key part of a strategy for future access with considerable
economic and environmental benefits, and which would build on recent decisions to
award funding for the provision of lifts at the station and eastern access to platforms
2 and 3.

The Selby Station Gateway Proposals
Bus/Rail Interchange
The Group has long argued for improvements to bus services and where possible
timetables to promote improved bus/rail integration, making it easier for those who
live in rural or fringe areas access the station, and reduce the carbon footprint. The
limited provision of bus services on many routes, especially on evenings and
weekends, does not encourage a modal shift from car to bus.
Station Entrance
It is agreed that the current entrance needs to be improved. At present visitors
coming off trains have no idea where the town centre is or how far, and have no
signage to direct them. The proposals allow for the attractiveness of the park to be
visible when exiting the station. However, various drawings of the views from the
station through the park do not seem to be consistent, and it is suggested that
passengers exiting the station would not have an immediate sight of Selby Abbey
unless the station entrance was moved and this is not in the plans. Also we would
ask for caution to be exercised as over- commercialisation in the spaces around
could be detrimental to the appeal of the park.
A dedicated pedestrian and cycle lane through Selby Park would be fine but have to
be carefully planned and as acknowledged there are bowling greens for the general
public and used by teams in Selby.

The Bus Station and Tunnel from Portholme Road.
Enhancement of the bus station with better facilities and information is needed. It is
unclear whether the proposals will impact on the use of the Railway Sports and
Social Club. If a decision was made to use the site for bus facilities, could the
Railway Club be re-located opposite the station entrance where the potential for a
bar/café is cited?
The Group recognises that an underpass from Portholme Road will bring major
benefits. However, we question whether it would be easier and less cost to use the
arches underneath the Bawtry Road bridge and link up to the bus and railway station
from there.
New Eastern Station Entrance
The Group has campaigned for many years for land adjacent to platforms 2 and 3 to
be used for parking, and access to the station from that side. Money has already
been allocated to open up pedestrian and cycle access. A proper entrance with car
parking to make up for the loss on the western side would complete the picture and
make access easier for those coming in from this side, and further encourage use of
the station.
New Cycle and Pedestrian Footbridge to Olympia Park
A new footbridge over the River Ouse would be an added attraction for the town, in
addition to its functional use, especially if incorporating its own unique style and
characteristics. One hopes that if these proposals came to fruition, then by the time
they were implemented work had begun on the Olympia Park development. This
would be an exciting part of the project and it is agreed that this would be an
important link, and for easier access to either station entrance.
Ousegate Travel Corridor
As indicated in the plans the travel corridor with footbridge to Olympia Park would
create an excellent link between the Town Centre, Railway Station, Olympia Park,
Rigid Paper site, Selby College and the Abbots Road estate. Proposals to encourage
people to walk or cycle are welcome and a step forward. The Ousegate area needs
to become more modern and appealing.
Conclusion
It is acknowledged that within this framework of ideas and themes the detail will be
worked on and tweaked where necessary. However, on the broad thrust and
intentions of the proposals the Group is happy to give its support and hopes the bid
for funds to implement the plans is successful.
Terry French
Secretary
18.10.19

Town Clerk
Mrs G Bell

Tel No 01757 708449
E–Mail: g.bell@selbytowncouncil.co.uk

Tania Weston
Economic & Regeneration Projects Lead
Selby District Council
Civic Centre
Doncaster Road
Selby

Selby Town Council,
The Town Hall,
York Street
Selby YO8 4AJ
Tel: 01757 708449
Email:
admin@selbytowncouncil.co.uk

12 November 2019
Dear Ms Weston

Selby Town Council supports the proposal of improving the Selby station area. We
hope a bid for funding from the Government's Transforming Cities Fund is successful
as it is recognised that Selby can enjoy significant economic, social and
environmental benefits if the ideas in the proposals are developed and implemented.
This would come at a crucial time when the Town is growing with increasing
pressures on finding solutions to environmental, housing and employment concerns.
We look forward to working with Selby District Council and North Yorkshire County
Council as detailed designs are developed.

Yours sincerely

G Bell

Mrs G Bell
Cllr S. Shaw-Wright
Town Clerk
On behalf of Selby Town Council

Our Ref: 592-1-2019/RB
Your Ref:
9 October 2019

Partnership Hub
Tania Weston
Selby District Council
Civic Centre
Doncaster Road
Selby
North Yorkshire
YO8 9FT

Proposal

Selby rail station and connections to the town centre and key redevelopment sites

Dear Tania,
Having taken part in the public consultation for the proposed improvements to the public realm at
Selby rail station, and connections to the town centre and key redevelopment sites, it is considered
from a crime prevention and antisocial behaviour perspective, that there could be clear benefits to
these proposals.
I look forward to working with the design team to incorporate crime prevention through
environmental design principles into these proposals.
If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Richard Ball, MPlan
Designing out Crime Officer
Police Station, Fulford Road, York, North Yorkshire, YO10 4BY
Email: Richard.Ball@northyorkshire.pnn.police.uk
Telephone: 01609 643 900

York Environment Forum Transport Group
c/o 27 White House Gardens
York, YO24 1DZ
E-mail: dave.merrett1@hotmail.co.uk

To: Rt. Hon. Grant Shipps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
14th November 2019

Dear Secretary of State,
Leeds City Region: Transforming Cities Fund Bid
Front of Railway Station York
The York Environment Forum Transport Group and the York Environment Forum considered
this at our two recent meetings and agreed to submit a letter of support for the current
application as regards the front and rear of York Railway station, along with other
Sustainable Transport enhancements at the station and at park and ride sites. We consider that
these enhancements would reduce the need for a new multi-storey car park at the station,
and that the continued encouragement of car use at the station could reduce their benefits.
We would prefer to see this element removed from the set of measures to be funded in
York.
We consider the enhancement of the railway station environment and, in particular the
provision of a comprehensive new bus interchange there supports the strategic transport
needs of the City to achieve major modal shift to public transport as outlined in its Local
Transport Plan (LTP) and draft Local Plan (LP). It also matches York resident’s priorities as
identified in a recent independent public consultation on Transport issues (1388 resident
responders, results to 2.6% accuracy at the 95% confidence level) that we have been
working with the York Civic Trust and York Bus Forum to deliver. This showed the stand out
top answer to addressing York’s Transport problems was “Improved frequency or better
routes for buses or park and ride” followed by “Cheaper bus or park and ride fares”. These
and “More accessible public transport” were also the three top things cited by both York
motorists and inward commuters from outside York who expect to increase their car use in
5 years’ time in a separate question asking what would influence them into using their cars
less in York.
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We consider the benefits of having a proper city centre bus interchange at the railway
station for the first time will be significant for cross city bus journeys as well as rail
interchange, and potentially transformative. A proper interchange with additional stops,
turn-round and layover facilities, including at the rear station entrance, if adequately
pedestrian linked to the front of station, has the potential to accommodate 95% of local bus
and Park & Ride services, against only about half of current city centre services. It would
overcome York’s current problem of having no single city centre local bus interchange point,
meaning that cross city bus journeys are difficult and require a good knowledge of the
overall system. Also because of local street constraints many of the other four strategic
interchange points are poorly provided for in terms of passenger facilities. All this inhibits
bus usage. There are also no development opportunities at these other four locations for
better bus interchanges, and none of them have anything like the same scope for catering
for such a high proportion of local bus services as the station does.
Providing a first rate bus interchange at the railway station would begin to deliver the sort
of integrated high quality public transport deal that can offer a genuinely attractive
alternative to travelling by car across the city or to the rail station, overloading and
congesting the road network to the detriment of everyone, car drivers included. The
provision of an effective bus interchange, and the routing of all six park and ride services to
the station, should reduce the need to travel by car. Conversely, continued encouragement
of car use at the station is likely to aggravate the current overload of the inner ring road at
the front of the station and hence adversely affect the planned bus interchange. We
therefore believe it is inappropriate to provide any new multi-storey car parking. Instead the
opportunity should be seized to reduce the volume of car parking there.
In support of the City of York Council’s work on this scheme, we recently worked jointly with
York Civic Trust and York Environment Forum on a suggested set of objectives and principles
for the design of the interchange, which we discussed with the City of York Council officers
and relevant lead members, and which we believe should underpin its design.
We ask you to support this submission, subject to it following the objectives and principles
we have set out, and look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority
and the City of York Council in seeing the bid delivered.
Yours Sincerely,
Dave Merrett
Chair – York Environment Forum Transport Group
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The Voice of York's Bus Users
www.yorkbusforum.org
16 Wilstrop Farm Road, Copmanthorpe, York
vicechair@yorkbusforum.org
07581- 131141
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA
13 November 2019
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
York Bus Forum (an independent group working for better bus services for all) welcomes the
Department for Transport’s ‘Transforming Cities’ call and the bid submitted by the West
Yorkshire Combined Authority and its partners, including the City of York Council.
York Bus Forum works closely with the City of York Council, and has recently funded and
managed (with York Environment Forum) a survey led by York Civic Trust which examined
the transport needs of residents, commuters and visitors.
A successful bid would provide valuable additional funding for City of York Council’s
proposals for improvements to York Station frontage, as well as an enhanced western
entrance to the station and investment in sustainable transport. It has the potential to provide
a much improved rail/bus and bus/bus interchange thus making travel by bus an attractive
and more reliable offer for commuters (Theme 4). The project would also enable 95% of local
and regional bus services, and all six of the city’s successful park and ride services, to serve
the station, as compared with around 50% currently.
To achieve this transformation, it is essential that the project establishes some key objectives
and principles for the design of the interchange. These have been developed jointly with York
Civic Trust and York Environment Forum and discussed with the City of York Council.
We have also put forward detailed plans for establishing a 21st Century bus interchange.
We strongly support this submission, subject to it following the objectives and principles we
have set out, and look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and
the City of York Council in seeing the bid brought to fruition.
Yours sincerely,

Graham
Graham Collett
Vice-Chair

27th November 2019
Rt Hon Grant Shapps MP
Secretary of State for Transport
House of Commons
London
SW1A 0AA
Dear Secretary of State
Leeds City Region Transforming Cities Fund – Bid Submission
We believe that the current Department for Transport ‘Transforming Cities’ call creates an exciting
opportunity for the West Yorkshire Combined Authority and partners to create the region we want to
be part of.
The vision to create a region where people choose to live, work and build their lives; where
communities are able to easily access a transport network that is sustainable, attractive and hassle
free, providing more people with increased access to economic and education opportunities, and be
part of a place that is looking to the future, will be made possible if this submission is successful.
Transdev Blazefield is a wholly owned subsidiary of the multinational Transdev Group. We are a highly
regarded and pioneering bus operator with a strong reputation for creativity, innovation and an
excellent track record in the development of bus services alongside our partners. We operate across
the north of England from Scarborough in the East to Preston in the west with a fleet of over 400
buses. As a leading member of the West Yorkshire Bus Alliance we support investment that delivers a
step change in journey experience for bus users in West Yorkshire and will play an active role in
ensuring their needs are paramount as the detail design of projects develop
Subject to the Transforming Cities submission for the Leeds City Region being approved by
Government, we look forward to working with the West Yorkshire Combined Authority in taking this
forward. In the meantime, I am delighted to offer our support for this proposal.
Yours Sincerely

Alex Hornby
Chief Executive Officer

Transdev Blazeﬁeld Ltd
Propsect Park, Broughton Way, Starbeck, Harrogate. HG2 7NY
Registered Oﬃce : Prospect Park, Broughton Way, Starbeck, Harrogate. HG2 7NY
Company Registered in England No. 02605399

